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On Loss And Celebration

Jeff Faux, President

The Christian experience is one
that both mourns and celebrates
our losses. Our annual holy
week journey begins with a parade, and moves quickly to betrayal, denial and death. It is
the death and resurrection of
Christ that helps us to understand that death is not the end,
but the gateway to eternity.

As Paul wrote to the Philippians: I want to know
Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining
to the resurrection from the dead.
We know that our death attains for us the resurrection from the dead, the very thing we celebrate
so richly each Easter Sunday. Yet the death of a
friend or a loved one still pierces so deeply. Our
Fellowship and its members deal with these kinds
of losses each year.
This year we are particularly struck by the loss of
Luke Nash. Luke had been a fixture in the Florida
Fellowship since he was a middle schooler. One
could not attend the summer workshop without a
memorable encounter with Luke. His humor,
demonstrated most famously in his annual State of
the Workshop Address, or in his “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow” parody, left many of us in
tears of joy. For me, he was a friend and colleague. Luke served as my tenor section leader
for a number of years in Bonita Springs and
brought that same joy and love for God to my
choir. When I introduced Luke to my choir for
the first time, his bio began “I was born at a very

early age . . .” With that, my choir knew they were
befriending a very special person!
It is right that we take time when we are together
each year to mourn and to celebrate. I am grateful
to God that he has allowed so many wonderful,
and inspiring people into my life through the Fellowship. Yet because we draw close in fellowship,
we mourn when there is loss.
As a church worker, and now president of Florida
FUMMWA, one of the great joys is to witness
people showing care and comfort for those who
grieve. When I see this in my choir, and in our
Fellowship I know that the Spirit of God is blessing those interactions and those relationships. Take time when you can to reach out to
someone experiencing a loss. If you don’t know
what to say, pray for God to speak through you, or
say nothing – just be present.
Don’t forget to celebrate! I thank God for
Luke. He brought me great joy, laughter and
friendship. I rejoice that he has been a part of my
journey and I
thank God for
him. I look forward to our reunion in the tenor section of the
heavenly
choir. I can only
imagine God is
cracking up right
now as he hears
Luke deliver his
State of Heaven
Address!
Jeff Faux with Luke Nash
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Remembering Our Friend . . .

LUKE W. NASH
September 27, 1958—March 30, 2019

Luke Nash was a God-fearing man who would give you
the shirt off of his back if you needed it. Luke introduced me to Florida Southern College and gave me my
first tour which allowed me to meet my some great people, such as Mike Crawford and Bryant Manning, who
have helped me become the person I am today. A few of
the many things that made him happy were his family,
friends, bowling, and his FUMMWA family. He spent
much of his life blessing others and asked nothing in
return. He was a listening ear in the time of need. He
loved humor and off the cuff puns in conversation. I
think we all can agree that Luke loved camp talent
shows as well. If you take a moment and pause, I am
sure you can still hear him saying, "Welcome to the
Florida Chapter of the Fellowship of the United Methodist in Music and Worship Arts Annual State of the Workshop Address". I'd like to reference a quote from the
movie “Wonder”, which I believe embodies the life
which was well lived by Luke. "You can't blend in when
you were born to stand out". He was a good friend of
many, and he will be dearly missed. ~Bryan Browning

I will always remember Luke for his funny comments in rehearsals at Workshop. It was hard to keep my composure and he always chose to sit right behind the altos, usually behind me. Then he would make it look like he
hadn't done anything and ask why I was being so disruptive. That was Luke - always the cut-up! I have known
Luke for more than 17 years and he always had a heart for the Music Workshop, especially for the youth. If he
wasn't where he was supposed to be, he was with the youth. What a special man! No one will ever fill the hole
he has left in many hearts. ~Cindy Huffman
When it came to caring about people he was a bleeding heart liberal with a MAGA hat. (The hat may have been
more to get a conversation going though he rarely needed help with that). Luke was one of the first people who
made himself known to me at Workshop way back when, making me feel welcome and a part of the group (as
did Jean Bennett and Rosie Langdale.) His at first annoying nickname for me, “Tommy” I came to understand
as his bonding way—my wife became “Cindy Lou” with him. In the near past when he was no longer employed
at a church, any one of us might look out in our congregations and see Luke for no special reason—he just decided to drive three hours to church that day. We, of course, would sometimes actually invite him to sing solos
which he loved to do. The people at Northwood appreciated his talents and of course our many choir members—both youth and adult—had a special bond with him through those Sunday visits and especially our one
week every summer at Workshop. I, with so many others, will miss “Big Luke.” ~Tom Huffman
In many ways, Luke WAS the Florida Fellowship, always there and always supporting. Whether he was a board
member or dean, or just a Workshop participant and singer, he cared deeply for FUMMWA and for everyone that
attended. He also worked very hard to ensure that the Workshop continued to grow and flourish. ~Rick

Holdsworth

I first met Luke when he was a youth in our Workshop. When he sang at the talent show, it stunned everyone. He had a phenomenal voice that only matured through the years. Once he started attending as an adult, he
was an instigator, rarely missing an opportunity to make a joke at any moment. I think I will miss that and his
comic 'State of The Workshop' Address at the talent show the most. RIP faithful servant. ~BJ
My fondest memories of Luke are from the annual talent show. He would perform a silly song and then burst into
an amazingly beautiful rendition of a classic song, like “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”. ~Joan FitzGerald
I was deeply saddened to learn of Luke’s death. Luke has been for more than a decade, a friend, fraternity
brother, encourager, musical mentor, meal partner, and dad joke recipient to me. Just last week I spammed his
phone with dad jokes I knew he’d like. He always simply responded, “Got any more?” Everyone knew Luke for
his boldness, humor, talent, and opinions. That, and his Donald Trump and John Deere hats. Luke’s voice in
churches across Florida will be greatly missed; he even sang “The Lord’s Prayer” when Allison and I got married! Luke is gone too soon from this earth but his soul is deeply remembered by his church families, choirs,
and particularly the Florida Fellowship of UM in Music & Worship Arts. We love you, Luke! Workshop won’t be
the same this summer without you. Rest now, and sing praises with the angels tonight. ~Bryant Manning
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. . . we will miss you.
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To Family and Friends
The honor of your presence is requested
as we

Celebrate the life of
Luke W. Nash
Friday
June 14, 2019
9:15 a.m.
Cokesbury Building
at
The Life Enrichment Center
4991 Picciola Road
Fruitland Park, Florida 34731
Sympathy Cards for the family are welcomed
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Will You Teach a Class?

I have attended Florida
FUMMWA Workshop at least 15
times over the years, since back
when we held our conference at
Eckerd College. Many of you
have been involved much longer
than that, and others are brand new. We all bring
different experiences throughout our time at Workshop, but anyone who has ever attended remembers Luke Nash, so we all share to some extent in
his recent passing. His “State of the Workshop”
addresses were legendary. My favorite was when
he would add a song. We are working on a plan to
honor his time with us.

By Beth Green
Workshop Chair

We are also hard at work planning your FUMMWA
Workshop. Please continue to invite choir members,
directors, and new people who have never heard of
us! Bring youth from your church to the Music
Camp portion of the Workshop. (The “Early Bird”
Registration discount was only for adult rates.)
Also, pray for our Workshop. We need help to bring
everything together, human and divine. Please reach
out to me now if you have a class you’d like to offer
to teach for one to four days in a 30-90 minute time
block. Can’t wait to see you June 9-14!

Building Relationships

By Karen Forrester
Membership Chair

Over the past year, I have been doing new things in our church music program. There were
some days it stretched me thin, some days I wanted to quit, and then of course, the days that
made it all worthwhile. Through it all, it became clear what being a member of the Florida
Fellowship was all about…the relationships built through the years with the members of
Florida Fellowship.
Many times over the year, I picked up the phone, emailed, and texted friends in the Fellowship to get advice or
just to vent. The knowledge imparted at Workshop was also invaluable to me! There would have been no way
to make it through this choir year without Fellowship friends and the things I learned at past Workshops. I encourage you all to become a member of The Fellowship or make sure to remember to renew your membership!
I am thankful everyday for the work of the Florida Fellowship Chapter. Hope to see you in June!

JOINThe Fellowship of United Methodists in Music & Worship Arts
https://umfellowship.org/membership/benefits-of-membership

...and become a member of The Florida Chapter!
Additional Benefits offered by The Florida Chapter

Quarter Notes newsletter delivered four times per year
A DISCOUNT on the yearly Florida Summer Workshop
FREE Online and Newsletter advertising for events sponsored by or directed by any member
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Karen’s Journal
“My Memories of Luke”
As I sit here writing my last journal entry, I had planned on
writing about our church handbell group being on hiatus, but that
doesn’t seem important since I heard the news about my friend Luke
who passed away on Saturday, March 30. When I got the news, I just

was in shock. Not Luke!
My first encounter with Luke was in July 1999, when I went to
Workshop my first time at Eckerd College. I was staying in the
youth area with a friend since she was a chaperone and first timer
also. I had walked by the common area and I heard this big voice
that said “Hi, I am Luke! Who are You?” It seemed that week I was
always running into him and always striking up a conversation with
him. I can’t remember if he was a youth dean at the time, but he had
a passion for the youth and youth team since the first Workshop he attended was as a youth.
Over the next years at Workshop, I got to know Luke and learned
he liked to crack jokes and make serious moments funny. He also was
part of the welcome committee when we checked in! His state of the

Workshop address at the talent show was like a box of chocolates. You
didn’t know if he was going to be long-winded, short and sweet, or be
the one he used as an illustration in his talk.

Yes, there were times

I wanted to hit him over the head, but knew he had my back if I
needed him.
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-2The last several years, Luke seemed to mellow a bit and we had great
talks. Yes, he still loved being the center of attention with others, especially
the youth, but he had more of a serious tone.

A few years ago, I got really

upset about something at Workshop and he was one of the first ones there to
listen.
Last year was probably one of the most memorable years with him at
Workshop. He sat behind me at choir rehearsals and kept me laughing the
whole time. We were probably a little rowdy and disrespectful at times,
but hey, we had fun!
I also think he was more excited about me retiring than I was last
year. I had a countdown timer on my phone, and he would email me or ask
me on Facebook how many days. He kept up with it better than I did!
I will miss Luke and his antics at Workshop. I don’t think it will hit me he
has passed away until the first day I register, and he isn’t there, ready to
see and welcome everyone!

He was a true friend to all!

Love,
Karen
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JOIN US THIS SUMMER!

Whole Youth Choirs, musicians, artists, actors, dancers, singers, drummers, guitarists, band
members, orchestra players, as well as those aspiring to minister in any of these artistic areas.
We welcome ANY youth that desire to learn more about Music & Worship Arts to

COME TO “MUSIC CAMP”
A place to...

WORSHIP GROW IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
SING
DANCE
CREATE
DRAW
WORSHIP MORE
PLAY DRUMS
PLAY GUITAR
PLAY IN THE ORCHESTRA
WIN CAPTURE THE FLAG
WATCH A MOVIE
EAT SNACKS
FELLOWSHIP
MAKE NEW FRIENDS
CREATE MORE MUSIC
ACT (DRAMA)
LEARN SIGN-LANGUAGE FOR WORSHIP LEARN ABOUT WORSHIP
SING MORE (BUT THIS TIME AROUND A CAMPFIRE)
PLAY HUMAN FOOSBALL
GET WARM FUZZIES
AND SING AGAIN WITH 100 OTHER MUSICIANS!

Below: “Music Camp” - Youth Workshop 2018 (Photo by Bryant Manning)

LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTER
4991 Picciola Rd, Fruitland Park, FL 34731

JUNE 9 -14 2019

QUESTIONS? CONTACT STEPHANY HERNDON, CO-DEAN 2019

stephanymusictherapy@yahoo.com
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Kylie’s Travel Log

National Taiwan College of Performing Arts (NTCPA) group picture. That’s me on the bottom right!

NEWS!!!
I am very excited to announce that I will be
returning to Taiwan again next school year to
serve as a second year ETA in Taipei! I will
be changing schools, and will most likely be
working with junior high school students.
While I’ll be sad to leave NTCPA I’m excited to have the opportunity to continue working in this wonderful country. I will be back
in the states for about three weeks or so starting July 3rd, so feel free to come by and say
“hi” while I’m back in Florida!
My English Club students last Christmas!
Aren’t they cute?
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Kylie’s Travel Log
My Trip to Kinmen Taiwan
Guningtou Battle Museum—built in 1984 as

a memorial to the heroic Kinmen defenders who
drove off the Communist invaders and won a great
victory for the Nationalist forces. Inside the Museum are 12 oil paintings by prominent artists depicting the battle, along with displays of other materials,
documents, and photographs relating to the fight.
The aim of the Museum is to portray the spirit of
sacrifice made by the soldiers who fought so hard
and gave so much for their country.
A view from inside a

Fort.

Old Tanks left on the beach
after the war.

A birds-eye view of Kinmen

Beach Spikes left over from the war. ALL
of the beaches used to have metal spikes as antilanding obstacles to deter invaders. Now, there are
just a few remaining for historic purposes.

Statue of the City god
on Oyster Island.

Wind Lion god—One of the many Kinmen

Wind Lion gods all over the island. Originally believed by the people to protect them from damaging
winds, that belief now includes protection from ant
infestations, missing cattle, etc. Over time, the
statues have become the symbol of an authentic
local religion that worships Wind Lion god as the
guardian of Kinmen.

Maestro Wu’s—where old propaganda-laden
shells lobbed by the communist Chinese in the 1950s
are transformed into one-of-a-kind steel knives.
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SPOTLIGHT
“Spotlight” is a unique section of this Newsletter. It is intended to give opportunity for any and all directors and/or
members to shine a light on a special event their Music & Arts Ministry was involved in, someone who has gone aboveand-beyond in service to their choir or church, or a unique ministry their Arts program has spawned. This is the place to
“toot-your-horn” a little, while helping all of us learn about the myriad of possibilities available to an Arts ministry!

If you have someone or something that you would like to see in this section, please send pictures along with any information you may have. If you would like for our communications chair to write the article for you, just include the bullet
points and the article will be written based upon that information.
Please send any and all “Spotlight” pictures and information to floridafummwa@gmail.com by the deadline listed on the
last page of each “Quarter Notes”.

“Prayer & Praise”
If you have a prayer request that you would like to share with our Florida
FUMMWA Family, please send it to floridafummwa@gmail.com and we will
mention it here. If you would like the request to be anonymous, feel free to
state that in the email. As people pray for your request and God answers those
prayers, we also look forward to sharing your praise reports!
"Hear my prayer, O LORD, listen to my cry for help." –Psalm 39:12 (NIV)[i]
"And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests." –
Ephesians 6:18
"Pray continually." -1 Thessalonians 5:17

PRAYER REQUESTS

PRAISE REPORTS

A prayer request for a new music director and
youth director at our church, and prayer for the
individuals that are keeping the programs going
during this transition. ~Karen Forrester

We have a new Music Director starting
in August. Praise the Lord, and thank
you God for answered prayer!
~Karen Forrester

A request for prayer for mental and emotional
health and stability after the loss of a loved one.
~Anonymous

I’m finding my way again, with the help
of God, prayer, family, friends, and my
Grief Share group. Thank you for your
prayers. I know they make a difference!
~Anonymous

Continued prayers for the family and friends of Luke
Nash as they grieve his sudden passing.
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COMING EVENTS
THE INDIATLANTIC
CHAMBER SINGERS
“Hymn Favorites”

Sunday, May 5, 2019
3:30 pm
Vern Boushell Concert Series
Riverside Presbyterian Church
3400 N Atlantic Avenue
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931

RING SARASOTA
"It's a Grand Night for Ringing!"

A joint Concert featuring the Lake Magdalene UMC Ringers AND Ring Sarasota

Sunday, May 19, 2019
6:00 p.m.

Lake Magdalene United Methodist Church
2902 W. Fletcher Ave, Tampa, 33618
(between Dale Mabry Hwy and I-275)
A Love offering will be received
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registration and hotel reservation Plan to join us in Kansas City!

Biennial Convocation
The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music & Worship Arts

July 15-18, 2019
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CLASSIFIEDS
Advertising here is OPEN to ALL Members of the Florida Chapter
Ads may be text or flyer, and must be received by the listed Submission Deadline

Florida Chapter FUMMWA Council
Elected Officers
President
Jeff Faux
26168 Grand Prix Dr
Bonita Springs, FL 34135
239-940-2633
work 239-992-3233

Treasurer
Beth Trotter
12819 Cedar Ridge Dr
Hudson, FL 34669
727-856-4648

Workshop Chair
Beth Green
110 E New Haven Ave
Melbourne, FL 32901
321-610-8731

Secretary
Sharon Brant
18436 Sterling Silver Circle
Lutz, Florida 33549
813-760-7249

Membership Chair
Karen Forrester
1210 Loblolly Lane
Bainbridge, GA 39818
229-726-8344

Workshop Chair-Elect
Michael Ekbladh
Director of Music Ministries
First UMC
Gainesville, FL
352-372-8523 ext. 20

Other Council Members:
Designated by Charter

or Appointed by President

Past-President
Joan FitzGerald
130 Padgett Pl S
Lakeland, FL 33809
863-430-2195

Communications
Judi Hurst
4600 Bowl St
New Port Richey, FL 34652
727-557-6198

Historian
Nancy Hoger
13916 Talmage Loop
Hudson, FL 34667
727-514-0914

Scholarship
Chair
Luke Nash
(†)

Workshop Registrar
Cindy Huffman
1261 Royal Oak Dr
Dunedin, FL 34698
727-409-8727
Youth Deans
Bryan Browning
P.O. Box 263
Moore Haven, FL 33471
239-210-1873

Rosie/Jean Scholarship
Robert (BJ) Jackson
2517 NW 52nd Ave
Gainesville, FL 32605
352-222-6744

(†) Deceased

At Large
Rick Holdsworth
6135 Beechwood Avenue
Sarasota FL 34231
941-321-3454

Stephany Herndon
313 Beaver Lake Road
Tallahassee Fl 32312
220-246-1864

Tree Hazard
876 Quail Run
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
386-290-9170
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Send Submissions to: floridafummwa@gmail.com
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What is The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music & Worship Arts?

Our Mission…

We are CHRISTIANS, called to minister through
our creative gifts, to foster worship, which
makes disciples of Jesus Christ.

We Value…

WORSHIP ARTS that lead to spirituality and
faith formation, and RELATIONSHIPS that lead
to hospitality, fellowship, and nurture.

We Are…

Musicians, clergy, dancers, artists, lay
ministers, and others—all involved in creating,
supporting, and implementing worship in local
congregations.
An affiliate of The United Methodist
General Board of Discipleship, serving
as a resource for all worship artists.

We are an open fellowship that provides training on
all aspects of worship through events, publications,
webinars, and the countless connections that are
made with other worship leaders.
For Membership Benefits, Ministry Helps, and more
information about The Fellowship, contact the
National Office in Nashville, Tennessee.

The Fellowship
of United Methodists in Music & Worship Arts
PO Box 24787
Nashville TN 37202
Toll Free 1-800-952-8977
http://www.umfellowship.org/

Guidelines for Submissions to Quarter Notes

Quarter Notes is the quarterly newsletter for
the Florida Chapter of The Fellowship of United
Methodists In Music and Worship Arts, Inc.
Jeff Faux, President
Judi Hurst, Editor
Address: Florida FUMMWA
26168 Grand Prix Drive
Bonita Springs, FL 34135
Phone: (239) 940-2633
Email: floridafummwa@gmail.com
Website: www.floridafummwa.org

Submission of articles is open to ALL current members of Florida
FUMMWA Articles should deal with some aspect of church music
or Worship Arts. Reprints or copyrighted material must include
written permission from the original owner, and proper attribution.
Calendar items may include concerts, workshops, special services,
seminars, etc. which are directed or sponsored by a current member of Florida FUMMWA, or by an Official in the Florida United
Methodist Church. Brochures should be sent to the editor by
email for review and possible inclusion in Quarter Notes.

NEXT SUBMISSION DEADLINE
July 1, 2019

