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The Answer Just Might Be LOVE! 
by Jeff Faux, Florida FUMMWA President 

As we begin a new year, we often take a moment 
to look back and reflect on the past as a way of 
evaluating our present.  It is an interesting exer-
cise, but often it leads to feelings of disappoint-
ment or even jealousy.  I think this is because we 
look at the past with our knowledge of today. How 
many of us have said ñIf I only knew then what I 
know nowò?  We evaluate the past from a place of 
greater knowledge.  Yet we can only make choices 
based on what we know in the present.  The past 
can inform our future, but there is nothing we can 
do to change the past.  
  
The verses above from I Corinthians 13 remind us 
that when we were children, we thought like chil-
dren.  As adults, we think we see the full pic-
ture.  But I Corinthians 13 actually warns us that 
even now we only see part of the picture.  That we 
will not know the full truth of things until we see 
God face to face.  ñNow I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known.ò  We 
are doomed to continue to make decisions based 
on incomplete information.  Paul says that prophe-
sies, tongues and knowledge will one day cease 
because they are incomplete.  ñWhen complete-
ness comes, what is in part disappearsò 
 
What are we to do?  Thankfully, Paul makes it 
clear.  Three things remain because these three 
things are complete.  Faith is complete because it 

requires us to believe something we cannot fully 
understand.  Hope is complete because we commit 
to a future we do not fully comprehend.  Both vir-
tues acknowledge, and even require, that we un-
derstand our present is incomplete.  
  
But LOVE ï the greatest of these.  What do we do 
with this?  Love of course is complete because 
God IS love.  God, in His grace, has given us the 
task of love as a way of beginning to understand 
that we are not whole.  When we love, we must 
interact with others.  We must agree that we are 
incomplete, and that our neighbor is incomplete, 
but love them completely.  We each have a deep 
need for love, and it is not a need we can meet 
completely on our own, even though we may have 
a healthy concept of ourselves.  As we begin to 
love each other, we begin to fill the gap of incom-
pleteness in each of us.  We will never be fully 
complete until we are joined with God in heaven, 
but until that time, He has given us a very im-
portant commandment:  to LOVE ï so letôs get 
busy doing that!! 
 
I invite you to join us as we investigate these won-
derful verses from I Corinthians at our summer 
workshop.  In a world that is so full of questions, 
the answer just might be LOVE! 

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disap-
pears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a re-
flection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known.13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love. ~1 Corinthians 13: 8-13 
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Purchase your Valentineôs Day gifts, and anything 
else, at smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1845905 and 
Amazon will donate to Florida Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music & Worship Arts! 

LOVE God 
LOVE Your Neighbor 
LOVE Yourself 

LOVE Your Church 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=292CCE6PCVE9O&K=3H3IMB8LQGGD5&M=urn:rtn:msg:201810291304333e6f334fcf7640fbbdb5c9febbe0p0na&R=2LUOI9A3CU0Z2&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F27-1845905%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_366090100&H=UWEWIMNF7NUCWJBFKY0JHTTGMUQA&ref
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AN  INVITATION! 
By Beth Green, Workshop Chair 

 

I hope that you all had a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! As I write this, itôs 1:00 am, and Iôm sit-
ting in a hotel (because you donôt write an article at 
home with a busy 3-year-old). In a few hours, Iôll be 
heading to the Tampa Convention Center for a music 
conference. I know what youôre thinking. Why is she 
telling us about another conference? Well, while itôs 
wonderful to think about the friends I MIGHT run 
into, thereôs something so special about our summer 
workshop...weôre all together! I KNOW I will see 
each and every one of you who joins us!  
 
Weôll sing together, pray together, eat together, fel-
lowship together, learn together, and grow together. 
Iôll even ring bells with some of you and take small 
group classes. There is literally no way you can avoid 
me during your week at Workshop. Also, I have my 
Chex Mix ready for tomorrow and hope it isnôt con-
fiscated in the security checkpoint that we have to go 
through now. I canôt wait for our time together when 
I can eat my fill (instead of sneaking pecans in the 
hallway before I pass out). Iôm also ready for my 
FUMMWA free hot chocolates on the way to class! 

I have a wonderful team that is working so hard on 
all the details of our Workshop, and we would love 
your help. We need people to teach classes (1-4 
days) in youth, adult, and multigenerational classes. 
Weôre especially looking for someone with exper-
tise in visual arts or technology. Weôre excited 
about our theme ñThe Greatest of These is Loveò 
and have many ideas in the works to make this a 
wonderful and meaningful workshop. Feel free to 
send me your thoughts or offers of help N-O-W. 
 
Yes, now is the time to save the date (June 9-14), 
plan for your week away, save some dough, and 

invite a friend to do the same. Contact some other 
local directors in your denomination or not. Take 
someone to lunch. Share music libraries. Create fel-

lowship year-round at a local level and join us this 
summer to be renewed and to experience Godôs lov-
ing care through friends old and new at Workshop. 

Hope to see you there! 

     Florida Fellowship WORKSHOP 2019 
JUNE 9-14 
Life Enrichment  Center 

4991 Picciola Rd., Fruitland Park, Florida 34731 



5 

Pastor & Clinicians 2019 

Victor C. Johnson 
Adult Choral Clinician 

Karen Buckwalter 
Handbell Clinician 

James Wells 
Youth Choral Clinician 

Charley Watts 
Workshop Pastor 

Pastor Charley Watts, forty-eight years old, has been the Senior Pastor at First UMC 
Moore Haven, Florida for nine years. He is the former Youth Pastor at Pine Level UMC 
in Arcadia and Pastor of Venus Mission in Venus, Florida.  Before becoming a Pastor, 
he was in the Funeral business for 18 years. Toni is his wife of 16 years, and they have 
one daughter whose name is Lynn, and one dog, Thaddaeus. He loves to fish and spend 
time on the water. He also loves to laugh and have an awesome time while being very 
passionate about Christ. He says, ñI want the world to fall in love with Him!ò 

Victor is a native of Dallas, Texas, and is currently in his 12th year of teaching at the Fort 
Worth Academy of Fine Arts.  As a composer, Victor has won numerous composition 
contests and has received ASCAP Awards for the past 12 years. His first piece was pub-
lished in 1994, while he was a sophomore in high school. To date, he has over 200 octa-
vos and choral products in the catalogs of Heritage Music Press, The Lorenz Corporation, 
Choristerôs Guild, SoundForth, and Hal Leonard Corporation.  Victor has led reading 
sessions and choral workshops in numerous states and has conducted All-State and Re-
gional Honor choirs in Texas, California, Oklahoma, Kansas and Kentucky.  

James is a well-known choral director and clinician at church music workshops.  He is 
currently serving as Director of Choral Ministries at Brentwood United Methodist 
Church in Nashville Tennessee.   James has served as the Youth Clinician at the Florida 
FUMMWA summer Workshop on several occasions, and has also served as a clinician 
at the Music and Worship Arts Week at Lake Junaluska for several years.   He will also 
be directing ñVoices of Praiseò, our intergenerational choir, at Workshop 2019! 

Internationally known in the field of handbell composition, Mrs. Buckwalter com-
posed her first published work, ñDanzaò in 1982. Recognized for her original compo-
sitions such as ñSoliloquy for Bellsò, she now has over 90 handbell / choral composi-
tions in print.  She has earned enthusiastic praise for her creative compositions, her 
colorful harmonies and her use of chromatics that have raised the musicality in hand-
bell music as a genre.   Sought after as a handbell conductor/clinician for workshops 
and festivals throughout the US, her works have been performed and recorded in the 
United States, England, France, Estonia, and Japan.   
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June 13, 2019ðJune 15, 2019 
Life Enrichment Center 

4991 Picciola Rd, Fruitland Park, FL 34731  

"The WELLò - A Worship Leader Retreat: 2019 

~by Joan FitzGerald 

Plans are continuing for "The Well - A Worship Leader Retreat," which will be held from 
noon, Thursday, June 13, 2019, through noon, Saturday, June 15, 2019.  This retreat gives 
Worship Leaders an opportunity to network with other Worship Leaders and have a time of 
rest and spiritual renewal.   
 
The cost for the 2-day event will be $250 for double occupancy or $290 for single occupancy.  
Workshop attendees wishing to stay over one extra night and attend the final portion of the 
Worship Leader Retreat will be charged $125, and will need to indicate this election on their 
Workshop registration.  Discounts will be given for groups attending from the same church 
and to attendees who bring a "first-timer."  Scholarships will be available to Florida Annual 
Conference UMC Worship Leaders.  Registration will be "live" in February, along with a link 
to the scholarship application, so watch our website, Facebook page, and your e-mail for more 
information.  
 
Take advantage of our group discount and invite your entire worship team to attend with you.  
Plan now to attend our 2019 Worship Leader Retreat.   You will be glad that you did! 

SPEAKERS 
 Rev. Melissa Cooper, Minister of Worship & Arts at St. Luke's UMC, Orlando.   

 Derrick Scott, Executive Director of Campus to City Wesley Foundation, Jacksonville. 
 Rev. Joshua Smith, Lead Pastor at True Life Church, Melbourne.   

 Jeremy Hearn, Eleven20 Worship Leader, FUMC Lakeland. 
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ñéwatching kids and teenagers in what might 
turn out to be the most difficult times of their 
young lives come together and become some-
thing more than the sum of their parts, both in 
the choir, and in the corporate breaking down 
in profound honesty in worshipé.ò 

Christian Faux, Youth Team  
 
ñ...having the opportunity to make music and 
friends so easily, while also worshipingò 

Darica Dawson,  Youth Team 
 
ñ...being able to watch the campers grow closer to 
God and to each otherò 

Kylie Torres, Dean 
 

ñ...the foodéò   
Bryant Manning, Worship Leader 

 
ñ...good one!...ò  

Collin Morrison, Youth Team 
 

ñ...accepting, loving, and welcoming people. I 
love that people donôt take themselves too serious-
lyéwhile taking seriously the work that God is 
doing in our music, arts, worship, and relation-
shipsò  

James Wells, Clinician  
 
ñI love to watch our shy, quiet campers come out 
of their shells and make friends. I love to see kids 
become better and better singers every year they 
attendò 

Collin Morrison, Youth Team 

ñMUSIC CAMPò - Youth Workshop 
by Stephany Herndon, Youth Co-Dean 

Hi Friends! Our Youth Deans are excited to announce we have been BUSY planning our annual summer mu-
sic workshop!  This year we took some time to reminisce about a few of our favorite things in hopes you will 
be excited as we are about MUSIC CAMP 2019!  Below are a few testimonials from our beloved Youth Team 
and Deans. The members of this team plan the workshop, teach classes, lead worship, and act as the leader-
ship / chaperones for the Youth Workshop.  They were asked to complete this statement.  ñMy favorite thing 
about Music Camp isé.ò 

ñAweéI love the shy people thing too. Warms 
my heartò 

Annie Bridges, Youth Team  
 
ñ...the genuine friendships formed here that 
continue even after we leave. Also, the ability to 
explore and grow on our own personal relation-
ships with God and become closer to Him.ò 

Anne Partington, Youth Team  
 

ñéall the great and heart warming moments we 
share together. Also, learning about God and 
getting closer to Him with other peopleò 

Elijah Martinez, Youth Team  
 
ñI believe Camp allows me to grow professional-
ly because it exposes me to music literature I 
may be unfamiliar with and allows me to watch 
fantastic clinicians and learn from them. Also, 
the memories that are made and the people God 
places in our lies through this workshop are life 
changing.ò 

Bryan Browning, Youth Dean  
 
ñMusic Camp is a great opportunity to further 
your relationship with Christ in such a positive 
environment. The friends that you make at camp 
last a lifetime and the music experience that you 
gain is unbelievableò 

Annie Bridges, Youth Team  

2019 Theme:  ñ...and the greatest of these is Loveò  1 Corinthians 13:13 

LOVE GOD 
LOVE Your Neighbor 
LOVE Yourself 

LOVE Your Church 
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Below:  ñMusic Campò - Youth Workshop 2018 (Photo by Bryant Manning) 

LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTER 
4991 Picciola Rd, Fruitland Park, FL 34731  

JUNE 9
 
-14 2019 

QUESTIONS?  CONTACT STEPHANY HERNDON, CO-DEAN 2019  
stephanymusictherapy@yahoo.com 

JOIN US THIS SUMMER!  
Whole Youth Choirs, musicians, artists, actors, dancers, singers, drummers, guitarists, band 
members, orchestra players, as well as those aspiring to minister in any of these artistic areas.  

 
We welcome ANY youth that desire to learn more about Music & Worship Arts to  

COME TO ñMUSIC CAMPò 
A place to... 

 
WORSHIP      GROW IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD       SING  

DANCE     CREATE     DRAW  
 WORSHIP MORE                PLAY DRUMS PLAY GUITAR    PLAY IN THE ORCHESTRA 

WIN CAPTURE THE FLAG         WATCH A MOVIE 
EAT SNACKS    FELLOWSHIP     MAKE NEW FRIENDS 

CREATE MORE MUSIC                                                                          ACT (DRAMA) 
LEARN SIGN-LANGUAGE FOR WORSHIP  LEARN ABOUT WORSHIP  

SING MORE (BUT THIS TIME AROUND A CAMPFIRE)               PLAY HUMAN FOOSBALL 
GET WARM FUZZIES  AND SING AGAIN WITH 150 OTHER MUSICIANS! 


